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Every disaster begins and ends locally.  When disaster strikes, state and federal agencies are only 

provide assistance when major disaster declarations are made at their respective levels and when the 

emergency exceeds the local resources.  Communities are often left to figure out how to fill gaps in 

funding, deal with agency timeline differentials, and coordinate amongst stakeholders all in the name of 

of recovery.  This RCAC training will to provide direction to small water and waste water utilities staff to 

develop a plan for managing disasters they may encounter, help systems develop an outline of what 

partners will be necessary to implement emergency proceedings, and find out about funding options for 

planning and hazard mitigation. During this training, participants will be introduced to the “Disaster Life 

Cycle” tool which aids to prepare for and respond to disasters as well as understand the ongoing ebb 

and flow of pre and post disaster work that ought to be part of normal system operations. 
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